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SECTION A – PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

 
• Welcome 
Mayor, Councillor Les McPhee assumed the chair and declared the meeting open at 
1.00pm. 
 
• Acknowledgement of Country 
Mayor, Councillor Les McPhee read the Acknowledgement of Country.  
 

“Swan Hill Rural City Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the 
land on which we meet, and pays its respects to their elders, past and 

present.” 
• Prayer 
Cr Nicole McKay read the prayer. 
 

We beseech you Lord, that we may be granted wisdom, understanding and 
sincerity of purpose, in the decisions we are called on to make for the welfare 

of the people of the Rural City of Swan Hill. 
 
• Apologies/Leaves of Absence  
 
Cr Chris Jeffery 
 
 
57/23 Motion 
MOVED Cr McKay 
That the apologies be accepted. 
SECONDED Cr King 

The Motion was put and CARRIED 
 
• Directors/Officers Present 
 
Scott Barber, Chief Executive Officer 
Bruce Myers, Director of Community and Cultural Services 
Bhan Pratap, Director of Corporate Services 
Leah Johnston, Director of Infrastructure 
Heather Green, Director of Development and Planning 
Ash Free, Finance Manager 
Sharon Lindsay, Executive Assistant 
 
• Disclosures of Conflict of Interest 
 
Nil
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SECTION B – REPORTS 

B.23.37 RECEIVE AND HEAR SUBMISSIONS TO THE PROPOSED 2023/24 
BUDGET 

 
Responsible Officer: Director Corporate Services  
File Number: S15-06-15 
Attachments: 1 Submissions           
 
Declarations of Interest:    
Bhan Pratap - as the responsible officer, I declare that I have no disclosable interests 
in this matter. 
 
Summary 

The purpose of this report is to enable Council to receive and hear submissions for 
the Proposed 2023/24 Annual Budget. 
 
At the close of the submission period 12 submissions were received, 10 of which 
were public and 2 internal.  Four submitters requested to speak to their submission. 
 
Discussion 

Council advertised for submissions to its Proposed 2023/24 Annual Budget in the 
Swan Hill Guardian on 21 April 2023, the Robinvale Sentinel on 27 April 2023 and 
online through let’s talk, Council’s community engagement platform.  Submissions 
were invited from 21 April 2023 to 19 May 2023.   
 
The Statutory period for making submissions has now passed.  As required under 
the Local Government Act 1989.  Council must now formally receive, hear and then 
consider all submissions.  Consideration of submissions will occur at a Special 
Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 6 June 2023. 
 
At the close of the submission period, 12 submissions were received.  Four 
submissions (submission numbers 1, 2, 9 and 10) requested to speak to their 
submission. 
 
Summary of Submission 1 
The submitter questions the reason for the Alan Garden Reserve Scoreboard 
Upgrade project being moved from the 2023-24 budget year as advised previously.  
 
Summary of Submission 2 
The submitter expressed their concern over the proposed increase in rates for the 
Dry Land Farming class of rates and asked Council to reconsider the draft budget so 
that rate increases are shared amongst all ratepayers. 
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Summary of Submission 3 
The submitter questions Council’s spending on climate related action, highlighting 
areas of purchasing electric vehicles for Council fleet, electrification infrastructure for 
council facilities, electric vehicle charging infrastructure and more renewable energy 
related projects. 
 
Summary of Submission 4 
The submitter highlights that the fee’s and charges for dog and cat registrations  
need to be changed to comply with the Domestic Animals Act. 
 
Summary of Submission 5 
The submitter questions the difference in fees paid for the hire of the Swan Hill 
Recreation Reserve, compared to other recreation reserves within the municipality. 
 
Summary of Submission 6 
The submitter highlights that the fee’s and charges for the Leisure Centre’s and 
Swan Hill Outdoor Pool have been reviewed and require adjustment. 
 
Summary of Submission 7 
This submitter asked for some detail on the Data and Technology Strategy. 
 
Summary of Submission 8 
The submitter asks a number of questions regarding projects within Robinvale with a 
comment made on the Swan Hill Drag Strip and its inclusion in the 10 Year Major 
Projects Plan. 
 
Summary of Submission 9 
The submitter expressed their concern over the proposed increase in rates for the 
Dry Land Farming class of rates and asked why the rates for this class has 
increased 20.8% which is much higher than all other class of rates.  The submitter 
was also asking why only 1% of major project spend is within small towns, and 
acknowledgement by Council that dry land farmers have difficulty accessing the full 
range of Council services. 
 
Summary of Submission 10 
The submitter expressed their concern over the proposed increase in rates for the 
Dry Land Farming class of rates and asked Council to reconsider the draft budget so 
that rate increases are shared amongst all ratepayers. 
 
Summary of Submission 11 
The submitter requested an extension of an irrigation line to the Robinswood 
Homestead and highlighted concerns surrounding the accuracy of information on the 
signage at the Robinswood Homestead and requests funding for a replacement 
sign/plaque. 
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Summary of Submission 12 
The submitter expressed their concern over the proposed increase in rates for the 
Dry Land Farming class of rates and asked Council to reconsider the draft budget so 
that rate increases are shared amongst all ratepayers. 
 
Consultation 

The submission process is part of the consultation process for the budget. 
 
Financial Implications 

The hearing of submissions has no financial implications. 
 
Social Implications 

The hearing of submissions allows for community participation in Councillor decision 
making leading to improved social outcomes. 
 
Economic Implications 

The hearing of submissions has no economic implications. 
 
Environmental Implications 

The hearing of submissions has no environmental implications. 
 
Risk Management Implications 

The hearing of submissions has no risk management implications. 
 
Council Plan Strategy Addressed 

Leadership - Transparent communication and engagement. 
 
 
Options 
 
After considering the submissions Council can choose to adopt or amend the 
2023/24 Annual Budget. 
 
 
Recommendations 

That Council: 

1. Receive and hear submissions to the Proposed 2023/24 Annual 
Budget. 

2. Prepare responses to the submissions and table at an Unscheduled     
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Meeting of Council for consideration on 6 June 2023. 

 
 
 
58/23 Motion 

MOVED Cr King 
That Council: 

1. Receive and hear submissions to the Proposed 2023/24 Annual 
Budget. 

2. Prepare responses to the submissions and table at an Unscheduled     
Meeting of Council for consideration on 6 June 2023. 

 
SECONDED Cr Moar 

The Motion was put and CARRIED 
  
59/23 Motion 
MOVED Cr Young 
That standing orders be suspended at 1.04pm to hear submissions. 
SECONDED Cr Moar 
 

The Motion was put and CARRIED 
 
Andrew Merrett, Brian and Donna Barry and Christine Plant spoke to their 
submissions. 
 
 
60/23 Motion 
MOVED Cr Moar 
That Standing Orders be resumed at 1.43pm. 
SECONDED Cr King 

The Motion was put and CARRIED 
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There being no further business the Mayor, Councillor Les McPhee closed the 
meeting at 1.44pm.  


