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SECTION A – PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

 
• Open 
 
 
• Acknowledgement of Country 
 
 
• Prayer 
 
 
• Apologies  
 
 
• Declarations of Conflict of Interest 
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RECEPTIONS AND READING OF PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, JOINT LETTERS 
AND DEPUTATIONS 

PE.20.1 OUR PLACE DEVELOPMENT 
 
  
Attachments: 1 Two Petitions           
 
Declarations of Interest:    
Heather Green - as the responsible officer, I declare that I have no disclosable 
interests in this matter. 
 
 
On 28 January 2020, Council received, by hand, two petitions in relation to the 
development of Our Place at Horseshoe Bend, Swan Hill.  The two petitions (one 
was a printed version of an online petition and one was a paper petition) are similar 
and ask the following of Council: 
 

Petition number 1 – Online 

“Swan hill Rural City Council is planning to destroy our history with a multi storey concrete 
structure to house art gallery, information centre and a entrance to whatever is left of the 
pioneer settlement.  Also cutting off the Gem from the rest of the settlement the train has to 
be re located a option they had floated was to give it away and recipient pay relocation costs 
the rose garden and wind mill would be relocated. 

This is a heritage precinct and is no place for such a structure” 

Petition number 2 - Paper 

“We urge the Swan Hill Rural City Council to abolish the proposed ‘Our Place’ Building in the 
grounds of the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement.  We believe ‘Our Place’ will destroy the historic 
visual aspect of the landscape and ruin the overall important authenticity.  It will also mean 
the removal of vital exhibits presently accessible within the Settlements grounds. This 
includes the historic Steam Train, an attraction greatly revered by generations of local and 
district adults and children.  Council should conduct far more extensive consultation with the 
residents and ratepayers of the SHRCC before making any more decisions concerning the 
position of “Our Place”.  We need detailed plans, financial projections and Councils absolute 
openness and full disclosure to the community before any works proceed.” 

Both petitions have similar requests of Council regarding the development of “Our 
Place”, a new building at Horseshoe Bend that is to house the entrance to Pioneer 
Settlement and Heartbeat of the Murray, Visitor Services, Art Gallery and a new 
Aboriginal space. 

The normal practice for the consideration of petitions is to receive the petition at a 
Council meeting and then consider its request at a future meeting.  It is proposed 



Swan Hill Rural City Council Page 5 
Agenda for Extraordinary Council Meeting 
PETITIONS 11 February 2020 

 

- 5 - 

that the consideration of these petitions’ requests will occur at the March Ordinary 
Meeting of Council.  

One of the key concerns from community members is their desire for more 
information about the project and to be provided the opportunity to have a say.   It is 
therefore considered prudent that additional community engagement about the 
building be undertaken immediately. 

The following is the program proposed for the four weeks commencing 12 February. 

Engagement Program- sharing facts and listening to suggestions and 
concerns 

1. Our Place frequently asked questions section updated on Council’s website 
this will include the ability for questions to be logged and responded to. 
From Wednesday, 12 February. 

2. Information and feedback sessions - dates and time to be finalised 
Saturday, 15 February – 2pm 
Monday, 17 February – 7pm 
Wednesday, 19 February – 12pm 
Friday, 21 February – 7am 
Tuesday, 25 February – 6pm 
 
These sessions including venue locations will be advertised via a media release to 
all local media, Council’s social media channels, ads in The Guardian and via email 
to key stakeholder groups. 
 
3. Coffee with a Councillor - Saturday, 29 February at Riverside Park, giving 
people another chance to talk to Councillors about this project. 
 
 
Recommendations 

That Council 

1.  Receive the two petitions  

2.  Carry out additional community engagement as outlined in the report. 

3.  Request the CEO prepare for the March Ordinary meeting of Council a 
report on the petitions’ requests and the outcomes of the engagement 
program. 
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