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INVESTING IN ROBINVALE’S FUTURE

The Robinvale community is set to reap the benefits of 
years of advocacy and behind the scenes work with 
the State Government recently announcing funding for 
a multi-service facility on the grounds of the Robinvale 
College.

The Robinvale Community Hub will provide students 
and the community with a static library and a space 
that encourages sharing the currently under-utilised 
infrastructure, making the college the heart of the 
Robinvale community.

Plans include a kitchenette for both staff and public 
use, toilets with change room facilities to encourage early 
learning and mother’s groups to meet, office space and 
conference facilities that will also double as seminar, 
workshop and group learning rooms.

The location earmarked for the new shared facility is 
an unused building surrounded by a clearing on the outer 
grounds of the college.

Council’s Mayor Les McPhee said the value of a 
shared library facility to the Robinvale community would 
be unprecedented. 

“Robinvale is such an incredibly diverse and 
multicultural community and I think the benefits of a 
regular library service will help provide a connection for 
all members of the community.

“It will be a unique model and something that we hope 
might be replicated in other towns around the state.”

Mayor McPhee went on to thank the Mallee Regional 
Partnership and the State Government for their belief in 
this project and in the future of Robinvale.

“We look forward to working with them, the college, 
the Robinvale community and other local partners to see 
this project through.”

Robinvale College Council President Jeremey Boyd 
said in fear of leaving anyone out, there were too many 
people to thank individually.

“Gaining this funding has been a magnificent team 
effort and achievement and to anyone who has been 
involved in any aspect of this project, we are extremely 
grateful,” Mr Boyd said. 

“This new space will further add to our existing 
Community Hub facilities, such as the swimming pool 
and community garden.  

“And construction will start early in the new financial 
year on the Early Learning Centre, with tenders for 
construction going out last month.

“There really are exciting times ahead for the college 
and the community.”

TEAM ROBINVALE: Mayor Les McPhee with College Captains Jessie Kelly and Jackson Leslie and College 
Council President Jeremey Boyd at the site the new Community Hub will be located. 

WHAT A CONCEPT: An artist's impression of what the building may look 
like once completed. 

RIVERFRONT 
GETS ACTIVE
The future is also looking bright for Swan Hill’s riverfront with $1 million 
announced in the State Budget, and concepts for a new active play 
space and skate park about to be released for public input.

Mayor Les McPhee said while the community had been enjoying some 
of the great riverfront improvements – like shared pathways, lighting and 
exercise equipment - planning had continued in the background for the 
next round of projects.

“We have been planning a new active play space and skate park, 
which will make Riverside Park an even better area for children and their 
families to be,” Cr McPhee said.

“And we have worked with consultants to build two business cases 
– one around private investment along the riverfront and one looking at
a cultural centre,” he said.

“Thanks to the State Budget announcement, we will soon see some 
more development on the ground.”

Story continued on page 3

JUMPING FOR JOY: Spirits are high at the Robinvale College after 
news of the funding. 
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Council is energised and ready for investment
A NEW SWAN HILL HOSPITAL
Swan Hill District Health services a catchment of 35,000 people. Much of 
the hospital’s key infrastructure is old, not fit for purpose and in need of 
redevelopment.
The Federal Government’s $30 million commitment and the Victorian 
Government's 18.7 million commitment has acted as seed funding for 
Stage 1 of the new Emergency Department – we need to continue 
advocating for a new Swan Hill Hospital, in its entirety.

IMPROVED HOUSING AVAILABILITY 
A lack of suitable, affordable housing is a significant barrier to economic 
growth across our municipality. Workers in all sectors have trouble finding 
housing when re-locating to our area. This is especially problematic for the 
seasonal workforce that our horticulture sector relies on.
 

WATER AND SEWERAGE FOR SMALL TOWNS 
Poor water and wastewater infrastructure is one element restricting housing 
development in our small towns, in areas where our agriculture, horticulture 
and manufacturing sectors need housing the most.

BUILDING BETTER TRANSPORT LINKS 
Efficient road and rail freight is essential to our $1.2 billion agriculture and 
manufacturing sectors. Access to safe transport is also essential for our 
people to access the services and social activities they need - many of 
which are unavailable locally.
•	� Ensure the Swan Hill bridge is next to be built along the Murray. 
•	 Provide additional funding to complete the Murray Basin Rail Project. 
•	 Fund an intensive Strategic Agriculture Routes Plan.

A TRUE POPULATION FOR 
ROBINVALE
Council is seeking to have the number of 
residents who call our region home, accurately 
represented: 
• �We want to ensure Robinvale is being correctly 

serviced and has facilities commensurate with 
the population from the 2019 study.

• �We seek support to further investigate a 
municipal wide population determination study.

• �Encourage the introduction of a new and more 
modern way to collect Census data, to cater to 
an increasingly diverse Australian population

FUNDING NEW COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
Council is working with residents and community groups to revitalise key community infrastructure in our 
municipality. 

REGIONAL PRIORITIES
Council is working with Murray River Group of Councils, neighbouring councils and other local advocacy 
groups to achieve projects that will benefit our entire region.
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WE’RE ADVOCATINGWE’RE ADVOCATING
We’re listening,We’re listening,

Council is advocating for funding for: 
• �Riverfront developments in Swan Hill, 

Nyah and Robinvale
• Better roads and footpaths
• �Improved facilities and infrastructure 

upgrades


