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COMMUNITY ON THE LAST 
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Meet the MayorMeet the Mayor

COMMUNITY 
FLOOD UPDATES
We have been compiling 
some useful community 
resources in a one stop 

shop on Council’s website.
For information, useful 

links, resources and advice 
please visit: 

https://www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/floods/

YOUTH SUPPORT OFFICERS NOMINATED
Congratulations to two of our Youth Support Officers for being 
finalists in the 2022 YACVic Rural Youth Award.

Will Burns, based in Swan Hill is a finalist in multiple categories 
– both the ‘Young People Leading Change’ and ‘Youth Workers 
Making a Difference’ categories of the awards, for a sexual 
reproductive health and healthy relationships program, during 
the peak of COVID-19 lockdowns.

Jess Kei, based in Robinvale is a finalist in the ‘Young People 
Leading Change’ category and Robinvale Youth Group is a 
finalist in the ‘Outstanding Youth Projects’ category.

We wish them all the best!
NYAH SWIMMING POOL
A new vibrant new shade sail has been installed over the toddler pool 
at the Nyah swimming pool!

MCCALLUM STREET SHARED PATH PROJECT 
We appreciate the communities patience as Council works hard to 
overcome project challenges caused by rainfall events. Irrigation works 
have now commenced and landscaping will commence in the New 
Year. We cannot wait to have a beautiful pathway to enjoy! 

NEW AIR-CONDITIONING FOR THE TOWN HALL
Swan Hill Town Hall PACC now has brand new air conditioning and will be 
staying cool during the warmer months.

ROBINVALE LEISURE CENTRE 
The ground slab casting works have been completed on stage one of the 
Robinvale Leisure Centre upgrade – watch this space!

Where were you born?  
Coburg
How long have you lived in the municipality?  
35 years
What was your first career?  
Police Officer
What is your favourite local food and why?  
Java Spice - variety and quality of menu!
What is something interesting about yourself that people 
may not know? 
I won the Essendon Under 19 Best and Fairest, when Tim Watson was 
playing.
What is one thing that you have achieved, or are most 
proud of, during your time on Council? 
Retaining the respect on the community.
What has been your biggest challenge, or has surprised 
you the most? 
Parenthood
In one word, describe yourself.  
Optimistic

Council is excited that local higher education students in the Swan Hill region will be set to benefit from a new 
Country University Centre, soon to be based in Swan Hill.

Country University Centres help students in regional and remote areas access higher education, without having to leave 
their community. They provide student support and campus-style facilities, for students who study online.

We cannot wait to watch Country University Centre – Mallee, come to life!

SWAN HILL FARMERS MARKET
Join Councillors Bill Moar, Nicole McKay &

Stuart King  for a casual catch up over a coffee

SUNDAY, 4 DECEMBER 2022
9am to 12pm
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INVESTING IN ROBINVALE’S FUTURE

The Robinvale community is set to reap the benefits of 
years of advocacy and behind the scenes work with 
the State Government recently announcing funding for 
a multi-service facility on the grounds of the Robinvale 
College.

The Robinvale Community Hub will provide students 
and the community with a static library and a space 
that encourages sharing the currently under-utilised 
infrastructure, making the college the heart of the 
Robinvale community.

Plans include a kitchenette for both staff and public 
use, toilets with change room facilities to encourage early 
learning and mother’s groups to meet, office space and 
conference facilities that will also double as seminar, 
workshop and group learning rooms.

The location earmarked for the new shared facility is 
an unused building surrounded by a clearing on the outer 
grounds of the college.

Council’s Mayor Les McPhee said the value of a 
shared library facility to the Robinvale community would 
be unprecedented. 

“Robinvale is such an incredibly diverse and 
multicultural community and I think the benefits of a 
regular library service will help provide a connection for 
all members of the community.

“It will be a unique model and something that we hope 
might be replicated in other towns around the state.”

Mayor McPhee went on to thank the Mallee Regional 
Partnership and the State Government for their belief in 
this project and in the future of Robinvale.

“We look forward to working with them, the college, 
the Robinvale community and other local partners to see 
this project through.”

Robinvale College Council President Jeremey Boyd 
said in fear of leaving anyone out, there were too many 
people to thank individually.

“Gaining this funding has been a magnificent team 
effort and achievement and to anyone who has been 
involved in any aspect of this project, we are extremely 
grateful,” Mr Boyd said. 

“This new space will further add to our existing 
Community Hub facilities, such as the swimming pool 
and community garden.  

“And construction will start early in the new financial 
year on the Early Learning Centre, with tenders for 
construction going out last month.

“There really are exciting times ahead for the college 
and the community.”

TEAM ROBINVALE: Mayor Les McPhee with College Captains Jessie Kelly and Jackson Leslie and College 
Council President Jeremey Boyd at the site the new Community Hub will be located. 

WHAT A CONCEPT: An artist's impression of what the building may look 
like once completed. 

RIVERFRONT 
GETS ACTIVE
The future is also looking bright for Swan Hill’s riverfront with $1 million 
announced in the State Budget, and concepts for a new active play 
space and skate park about to be released for public input.

Mayor Les McPhee said while the community had been enjoying some 
of the great riverfront improvements – like shared pathways, lighting and 
exercise equipment - planning had continued in the background for the 
next round of projects.

“We have been planning a new active play space and skate park, 
which will make Riverside Park an even better area for children and their 
families to be,” Cr McPhee said.

“And we have worked with consultants to build two business cases 
– one around private investment along the riverfront and one looking at
a cultural centre,” he said.

“Thanks to the State Budget announcement, we will soon see some 
more development on the ground.”

Story continued on page 3

JUMPING FOR JOY: Spirits are high at the Robinvale College after 
news of the funding. 

FOR THE LATEST COUNCIL UPDATES VISIT

WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
INVESTING IN ROBINVALE’S FUTURE

INSIDE
>> WORKS UPDATE
>> 2017-21 COUNCIL PLAN

>> DRAFT BUDGET
>> OFF LEASH DOG PARK

The Robinvale community is set to reap the benefits of 
years of advocacy and behind the scenes work with 
the State Government recently announcing funding for 
a multi-service facility on the grounds of the Robinvale 
College.

The Robinvale Community Hub will provide students 
and the community with a static library and a space 
that encourages sharing the currently under-utilised 
infrastructure, making the college the heart of the 
Robinvale community.

Plans include a kitchenette for both staff and public 
use, toilets with change room facilities to encourage early 
learning and mother’s groups to meet, office space and 
conference facilities that will also double as seminar, 
workshop and group learning rooms.

The location earmarked for the new shared facility is 
an unused building surrounded by a clearing on the outer 
grounds of the college.

Council’s Mayor Les McPhee said the value of a 
shared library facility to the Robinvale community would 
be unprecedented. 

“Robinvale is such an incredibly diverse and 
multicultural community and I think the benefits of a 
regular library service will help provide a connection for 
all members of the community.

“It will be a unique model and something that we hope 
might be replicated in other towns around the state.”

Mayor McPhee went on to thank the Mallee Regional 
Partnership and the State Government for their belief in 
this project and in the future of Robinvale.

“We look forward to working with them, the college, 
the Robinvale community and other local partners to see 
this project through.”

Robinvale College Council President Jeremey Boyd 
said in fear of leaving anyone out, there were too many 
people to thank individually.

“Gaining this funding has been a magnificent team 
effort and achievement and to anyone who has been 
involved in any aspect of this project, we are extremely 
grateful,” Mr Boyd said. 

“This new space will further add to our existing 
Community Hub facilities, such as the swimming pool 
and community garden.  

“And construction will start early in the new financial 
year on the Early Learning Centre, with tenders for 
construction going out last month.

“There really are exciting times ahead for the college 
and the community.”

TEAM ROBINVALE: Mayor Les McPhee with College Captains Jessie Kelly and Jackson Leslie and College 
Council President Jeremey Boyd at the site the new Community Hub will be located. 

WHAT A CONCEPT: An artist's impression of what the building may look 
like once completed. 

RIVERFRONT 
GETS ACTIVE
The future is also looking bright for Swan Hill’s riverfront with $1 million 
announced in the State Budget, and concepts for a new active play 
space and skate park about to be released for public input.

Mayor Les McPhee said while the community had been enjoying some 
of the great riverfront improvements – like shared pathways, lighting and 
exercise equipment - planning had continued in the background for the 
next round of projects.

“We have been planning a new active play space and skate park, 
which will make Riverside Park an even better area for children and their 
families to be,” Cr McPhee said.

“And we have worked with consultants to build two business cases 
– one around private investment along the riverfront and one looking at
a cultural centre,” he said.

“Thanks to the State Budget announcement, we will soon see some 
more development on the ground.”

Story continued on page 3

JUMPING FOR JOY: Spirits are high at the Robinvale College after 
news of the funding. 

Shop locallyShop locally
this Christmas!this Christmas!

Christmas 
is a time of giving 

and there is never a 
better time to give back to 

your local community than by 
shopping local and supporting 

small business.

This year, we should all consider 
not only what we should buy for 

our loved ones these holidays 
but where our money is 

going once it
is spent?


