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Griffith, NSW.

Where were you born? 

Water and Irrigation Consultant

What was your first career?

Wife and three teenagers

What about family?

Snow skiing

Hobbies and interests?

Something 
interesting  
about 
yourself?

To pickup and deliver $20 million worth of failing projects in less than 2 
years, with existing talented staff and limited project resources on time 
and within budget. Many of these projects are now important centres 
and icons for the communities in which they are now built.

Proudest career highlight?

The community, the agriculture and the river.

What are you most looking forward to about living here?

How decent people are to each other, even when under pressure.

What has surprised you since stepping into the new role?

In one word, describe yourself? Consistent

I have lived in 
seven towns across 

three states, all 
within the Murray-

Darling Basin.
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INVESTING IN ROBINVALE’S FUTURE

The Robinvale community is set to reap the benefits of 
years of advocacy and behind the scenes work with 
the State Government recently announcing funding for 
a multi-service facility on the grounds of the Robinvale 
College.

The Robinvale Community Hub will provide students 
and the community with a static library and a space 
that encourages sharing the currently under-utilised 
infrastructure, making the college the heart of the 
Robinvale community.

Plans include a kitchenette for both staff and public 
use, toilets with change room facilities to encourage early 
learning and mother’s groups to meet, office space and 
conference facilities that will also double as seminar, 
workshop and group learning rooms.

The location earmarked for the new shared facility is 
an unused building surrounded by a clearing on the outer 
grounds of the college.

Council’s Mayor Les McPhee said the value of a 
shared library facility to the Robinvale community would 
be unprecedented. 

“Robinvale is such an incredibly diverse and 
multicultural community and I think the benefits of a 
regular library service will help provide a connection for 
all members of the community.

“It will be a unique model and something that we hope 
might be replicated in other towns around the state.”

Mayor McPhee went on to thank the Mallee Regional 
Partnership and the State Government for their belief in 
this project and in the future of Robinvale.

“We look forward to working with them, the college, 
the Robinvale community and other local partners to see 
this project through.”

Robinvale College Council President Jeremey Boyd 
said in fear of leaving anyone out, there were too many 
people to thank individually.

“Gaining this funding has been a magnificent team 
effort and achievement and to anyone who has been 
involved in any aspect of this project, we are extremely 
grateful,” Mr Boyd said. 

“This new space will further add to our existing 
Community Hub facilities, such as the swimming pool 
and community garden.  

“And construction will start early in the new financial 
year on the Early Learning Centre, with tenders for 
construction going out last month.

“There really are exciting times ahead for the college 
and the community.”

TEAM ROBINVALE: Mayor Les McPhee with College Captains Jessie Kelly and Jackson Leslie and College 
Council President Jeremey Boyd at the site the new Community Hub will be located. 

WHAT A CONCEPT: An artist's impression of what the building may look 
like once completed. 

RIVERFRONT 
GETS ACTIVE
The future is also looking bright for Swan Hill’s riverfront with $1 million 
announced in the State Budget, and concepts for a new active play 
space and skate park about to be released for public input.

Mayor Les McPhee said while the community had been enjoying some 
of the great riverfront improvements – like shared pathways, lighting and 
exercise equipment - planning had continued in the background for the 
next round of projects.

“We have been planning a new active play space and skate park, 
which will make Riverside Park an even better area for children and their 
families to be,” Cr McPhee said.

“And we have worked with consultants to build two business cases 
– one around private investment along the riverfront and one looking at
a cultural centre,” he said.

“Thanks to the State Budget announcement, we will soon see some 
more development on the ground.”

Story continued on page 3

JUMPING FOR JOY: Spirits are high at the Robinvale College after 
news of the funding. 
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MEN’S HEALTH A PRIORITY
International Men’s Health Week ran from 
13-19 June 2022
Last week, council hosted a free breakfast 
to raise awareness and help promote the 
importance of Men’s Health.

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Are you looking for something to 
keep the kids entertained these 
school holidays? 
Don’t forget to check out activities 
on offer at our local libraries, Art 

Gallery, Pioneer Settlement and 
Town Hall – there’s something for 
everyone!

Check out their website or 
Facebook pages for more 
information.

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA
Swan Hill Regional Library recently hosted an Australia‘s Biggest Morning 
tea event, raising vital funds for cancer research. In conjunction with their 
knit and knatter groups craft sale and handmade library bag sales – the 
Library raised over $2300.

NAIDOC WEEK
FAMILY & CULTURE DAY

To reserve a space for your table, please contact 
Jacinta Chaplin 0408 665 788 or email 

jacinta.chaplin@swanhill.vic.gov.au

WE INVITE ALL COMMUNITY TO
JOIN IN AND CELEBRATE TOGETHER

MONDAY 4 JULY 2022  |  KEN HARRISON RESERVE  |  11AM-4PM

Meet CEO 

Scott 
Barber.


