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The Robinvale community is set to reap the benefits of 
years of advocacy and behind the scenes work with 
the State Government recently announcing funding for 
a multi-service facility on the grounds of the Robinvale 
College.

The Robinvale Community Hub will provide students 
and the community with a static library and a space 
that encourages sharing the currently under-utilised 
infrastructure, making the college the heart of the 
Robinvale community.

Plans include a kitchenette for both staff and public 
use, toilets with change room facilities to encourage early 
learning and mother’s groups to meet, office space and 
conference facilities that will also double as seminar, 
workshop and group learning rooms.

The location earmarked for the new shared facility is 
an unused building surrounded by a clearing on the outer 
grounds of the college.

Council’s Mayor Les McPhee said the value of a 
shared library facility to the Robinvale community would 
be unprecedented. 

“Robinvale is such an incredibly diverse and 
multicultural community and I think the benefits of a 
regular library service will help provide a connection for 
all members of the community.

“It will be a unique model and something that we hope 
might be replicated in other towns around the state.”

Mayor McPhee went on to thank the Mallee Regional 
Partnership and the State Government for their belief in 
this project and in the future of Robinvale.

“We look forward to working with them, the college, 
the Robinvale community and other local partners to see 
this project through.”

Robinvale College Council President Jeremey Boyd 
said in fear of leaving anyone out, there were too many 
people to thank individually.

“Gaining this funding has been a magnificent team 
effort and achievement and to anyone who has been 
involved in any aspect of this project, we are extremely 
grateful,” Mr Boyd said. 

“This new space will further add to our existing 
Community Hub facilities, such as the swimming pool 
and community garden.  

“And construction will start early in the new financial 
year on the Early Learning Centre, with tenders for 
construction going out last month.

“There really are exciting times ahead for the college 
and the community.”

TEAM ROBINVALE: Mayor Les McPhee with College Captains Jessie Kelly and Jackson Leslie and College 
Council President Jeremey Boyd at the site the new Community Hub will be located. 

WHAT A CONCEPT: An artist's impression of what the building may look 
like once completed. 

RIVERFRONT 
GETS ACTIVE
The future is also looking bright for Swan Hill’s riverfront with $1 million 
announced in the State Budget, and concepts for a new active play 
space and skate park about to be released for public input.

Mayor Les McPhee said while the community had been enjoying some 
of the great riverfront improvements – like shared pathways, lighting and 
exercise equipment - planning had continued in the background for the 
next round of projects.

“We have been planning a new active play space and skate park, 
which will make Riverside Park an even better area for children and their 
families to be,” Cr McPhee said.

“And we have worked with consultants to build two business cases 
– one around private investment along the riverfront and one looking at
a cultural centre,” he said.

“Thanks to the State Budget announcement, we will soon see some 
more development on the ground.”

Story continued on page 3

JUMPING FOR JOY: Spirits are high at the Robinvale College after 
news of the funding. 

Cr Ann Young

We have come through a 
difficult year with resilience 

and hard work from all of the 
community.  It is great to see 

everyone out and about again. 
I hope you all have a happy 

Christmas and that 2022 
is a great year.

Peace and Best Wishes to everyone in our 
region for a Happy Christmas and New Year. 
What a joy it will be to be amongst family and 
friends again. May the summertime be mellow, 

and for those busy with harvest, may it be 
bountiful. The last couple of years have brought 
a new appreciation for the blessings of country 

life. Feeling grateful for the beauty of the 
Mighty Murray, lakes and parks and 

gardens of the region.

Cr Nicole McKay Cr Les McPhee

I would like to thank the community 
for the continued support they have 
given to me. Council staff are also 
to be congratulated for the work 

they do in providing the services and 
infrastructure for our community. 

I wish everyone a merry Christmas 
and a happy and safe 

New Year.

Cr Chris Jeffrey

Wishing everyone a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year, one where we 
can spend our time enjoying all that 

our municipality has to offer. Stay safe 
and look after yourselves.

Cr Bill Moar

After yet another challenging year, I 
commend our local community for 

their resilience and I look forward to 
greater achievments in the coming 

year. Wishing all a very merry 
Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year.

Cr Stuart King

I wish everyone in the municipality a very 
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
I hope and pray that the festive season 
and the year ahead provide opportunity 

for families, friends and communities 
to reconnect and prosper without 

impediment or disruption. Stay safe 
and remain strong. 

God Bless.

A message from the Mayor Jade Benham

I am sure that when I went to bed last 
night it was March and we’re now waking 
up and Christmas is upon us. How did 
that happen?

In any case, not much has stood still 
in our municipality – it’s been a year of 
projects, that’s for sure! 

As I look back over the year, I 
am proud of what our Council has 
achieved. I take this opportunity to 
thank my predecessor Cr Bill Moar for 
his significant contributions during his 
challenging time as Mayor, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Council has taken positive steps 
forward this year, implementing new 
projects and initiatives that will carry us 
well into the future.

I have been proud to watch as many 

long awaited project were completed this 
year including the Nyah Netball Court 
facilities, a new toilet block at Swan Hill’s 
George Lay Park, Swan Hill Aerodrome 
Reconstruction works, our off leash dog 
park at Steggall Park in Swan Hill, Lake 
Boga Recreation Reserve netball change 
room building, three new courts as well 
as brand new netball change rooms in 
Robinvale, along with the opening of the 
new Robinvale Learning and Community 
Hub and of course our small town 
enhancement project Vibrant Villages 
coming to life – and much more.

Recently we have also witnessed 
the commencement of our Woorinen 
Recreation Reserve netball courts, the 
Soccer Pavilion at Ken Harrison Reserve 
and the Robinvale Leisure Centre 

upgrades.
2022 is shaping up to be a big one 

for our municipality – we will bring many 
exciting projects to fruition and we will 
being scoping and developing other new 
opportunities – it is an exciting time.

I would like to wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas. I will take this time 
to reflect, to celebrate family, to give, to 
appreciate, to forgive and to plan for a 
wonderful new year.

It’s time to get festive but 
please do it safely. Don’t 
drink and drive, don’t 
drive tired and indulge 
responsibly. It’s time to 
take a nap – together 
let’s bring upon a Happy 
New Year in 2022.
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Pictured (top to bottom – left to right) 
New outdoor dining pods expand local hospitality 

sector; Ronald Street, Robinvale Housing 
Development commences; Council elects new Mayor 

Cr Jade Benham; new car for L2P program; Mayor 
Bill Moar gets the final jab; new netball courts for 

Robinvale; Lake Boga netball change rooms on 
their way; Robinvale levee bank moving forward; 

paw-some new dog park receives ullti-mutt stamp 
of approval; COVID-19 care packs prepared for the 
vulnerable; Swan Hill SES going solar; George Lay 

park toilets are open; farewell to an outstanding 
CEO; heat pump upgrades for local pools; IDAHOBIT 

Day a huge success; a new chapter opens with 
the Robinvale Learning and Community Hub; 

new plantings set to bloom; 10 year anniversary 
celebrations for L2P program; free parking in 

CBD; the end of an era at the Paragon Café and 
Aerodrome upgrades progress.


